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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2012

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

University Libraries receive national excellence award
The Association of College and Research
Libraries has named Grand Valley’s University
Libraries recipient of the 2012 Excellence
in Academic Libraries Award.
The annual award recognizes the staffs of a
college, university and community college
library for programs that deliver exemplary
services and resources to further the
educational mission of the institution.
Criteria for the award emphasize outcomes
as the best measure of quality.
As dean for University Libraries since 2005,
Lee Van Orsdel has led efforts to challenge the
status quo of academic librarianship and seek
new ways to support the university community
and positively impact student learning.
Transformation has reached areas ranging from
collections and web design to systems and
instruction to organizational culture and
physical spaces.
“Every single person on the University
Libraries staff deserves credit for this award,”
said Van Orsdel. “Individually and together,

they have accomplished
more than anyone could have
imagined — and in such a
short time. This award honors
their good work and their
commitment to the students
and faculty at Grand Valley.”
ACRL said that Grand
Valley libraries was selected
for the collaborative and
effective approach taken
to restructuring the library
organization and building an
innovative, agile and flexible
team-based organization
that is responsive to
changing user needs.

University Libraries received an award from the Association of College and
Research Libraries for delivering exemplary services and resources. Pictured
is the reference area in Zumberge Library.

Also noted was the University
Libraries’ leadership in developing programs,
tools and best practices that other libraries
have emulated. Each winning library receives
$3,000 and a plaque to be presented at an
award ceremony on their campus this spring.

“We are honored to be recognized by our
academic library colleagues for the work we
are doing here at Grand Valley,” said Van
Orsdel. “We are proud to bring this award to
the university that gave us the support and
resources to dream big.”

Across Campus
Know Your Numbers increases incentive
To help increase the number of
faculty and staff members who
participate in Know Your Numbers,
the clinical health risk assessment
program, a new incentive has been
announced.

KYN assessments will be offered by a new vendor, Wellness Inc.,
March 2-23 and will be at three Grand Valley locations March 12-16.
Register for an appointment online at www.gvsu.edu/
healthwellness. The assessment screens for high blood pressure,
high cholesterol and other risk factors. It is confidential and free.

Health and Wellness announced
that Grand Valley will contribute
a $200 deposit for members in
the high deductible benefit plan
(or premium adjustment for
members in the standard plans)
for those who participate in
“Healthy Choices,” the incentive
program that ties the health risk
assessment with wellness activities.
Lindsey DesArmo, health and
wellness coordinator, said about
25 percent of faculty and staff
members participated in KYN last
year. The new incentive ($100 raffle

prizes were offered last year) is offered to increase participation, help
keep faculty and staff healthy and help maintain university health
care costs, she said.

To qualify for the $200 Healthy Choices incentive, faculty and staff
members must complete the blood draw and Health Risk Assessment
and track their wellness activities online each quarter.
Exercising, attending smoking cessation classes or workshops all qualify
as activities, DesArmo said. Additional details are on the Health and
Wellness website, www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness, or call x12215.

Retirement plan changes made
Photo by Elizabeth Lienau

UMR was among the vendors at the
Fitness and Wellness Expo February 1 in
the Kirkhof Center. Visiting the expo is
among the wellness activities that count
toward the Healthy Choices incentive.

Changes have been made, prompted in part by recent IRS regulatory
guidance, to Grand Valley’s 403(b) and 457(b) retirement plan
investments.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
These changes introduce new investment options and streamline the
overall menu of choices into Core Fund Menus. Effective February 1, the
new funds and new share classes were available for new contributions
and transfers.
On March 1, certain funds will be closed to new deposits
(contributions and transfers). The affected funds will be identified in
communications to faculty and staff members from Fidelity
and TIAA-CREF.
For more information visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness, click on the
retirement fund headline in the “News” section.

News conference

Art Gallery app could reach cultural
institutions worldwide
The Art Gallery has launched a new, free
mobile application for the iPhone that
provides access to the more than 10,000
pieces of art in the university’s collection.
The Art at GVSU app, which features tours, browse
and search functions, was built by students in the
Mobile Applications and Services Lab in the
School of Computing and Information
Systems. It is the sixth product developed
in the lab, under the direction of associate
professor Jonathan Engelsma.
A browse feature provides the option to peruse
art collections on any campus, including
Holland, Muskegon and Traverse City.

The Art Gallery app
features mobile tours
of campus artwork.

The app draws data from the Art Gallery’s
online database (Collective Access) of the university’s art collection,
which was developed by Nathan Kemler, shortly after coming to
Grand Valley as the Art Gallery collections manager in 2008.
Open source is a free distribution that encourages community
development. Kemler said that Grand Valley would be contributing a
very significant application for all cultural institutions in the world.
“Grand Valley is leading the pack as the only university and museum in
Michigan using the open source Collective Access, and one of the first
worldwide to create a native mobile application that draws data from
the Collective Access database,” said Kemler.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

H. Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of students, addresses media
members in the Kirkhof Center January 31 after four students were
hospitalized after apparently ingesting a street drug. Authorities continue
to investigate.
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Development of applications for Android and other mobile devices
are underway.
Plans are underway to apply for a federal grant that would provide
support to take the project to the next level, including release of the
source code as open source and determining interdisciplinary uses by
faculty and students.

GVFaces
Brittany Dernberger, Assistant
Director, Women’s Center
Brittany Dernberger said she believes that her
hands-on undergraduate experience at Grand
Valley helped cultivate her interest in gender
relations.
“I went on a service day to the Grand Rapids
Women’s Resource Center and I ended up with
an internship that led to a part-time job,” said
Dernberger. “I was really encouraged into
service work by the Woman and Gender Studies
program. It made me consider the importance
of the activism side, not just the theory that
gets discussed in a classroom.”
This interest in activism also led Dernberger to
her current position as assistant director for the
Women’s Center. Since she was hired last July, a
main component of her work is coordinating
similar service opportunities for students.
Dernberger said the Women’s Center provides
many outlets for students interested in
volunteer hours. “We plan 80-100 events
each year, and four to five days of service per
semester,” she said. “We can also place students
in touch with outside organizations, so there’s
always opportunities available. Students are
so busy — it’s a great way to expose people
to the community on their schedules.”
Upcoming projects for Dernberger include
organizing a Women in the Environment

symposium. She
is also serving
as an advisor
for “That Takes
Ovaries,” a
production
running
February 9-10
that features
real-life stories
about the
courageous
actions of
women,
including stories Brittany Dernberger
submitted
by staff
members and students.
The Women’s Center and Women and Gender
Studies are co-sponsoring a study abroad trip to
South Africa this spring, leading a small group
of students who will take classes and perform
service work.
Dernberger participated in a study abroad
program in Egypt. “It was so enriching to
experience the Middle East. Doing it as a
student gave me valuable critical thinking
skills that stayed with me,” she said.
Dernberger said she enjoys reading and trying
exotic foods. She is currently pursuing a
master’s degree in public administration at
Grand Valley.
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What’s Ahead
Fraternity sponsors
alcohol awareness event
Sigma Phi Epsilon will host the National Save
a Life Tour on campus Monday, February 6,
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center.
The tour draws attention to the dangers of
drinking and driving through simulations and
videos. More information is online at
www.savealifetour.com.

Child slavery survivor
to tell story

Economic Group, will present “Pocketbook
Predictions of Presidential Elections” on
Tuesday, February 7, 7 p.m. in the DeVos
Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
Anderson is one of the nation’s foremost
experts on how private businesses and the
economy affect elections. He is extremely
accurate in predicting outcomes of presidential
elections; his formula has successfully
predicted 19 out of the last 20 elections using
only economic and institutional factors.
RSVPs are requested for this event, visit
www.allpresidents.org.

Abolitionist James Kofi Annan will describe his
life as a child slave in Ghana and his efforts to
stop the brutal practice
in a presentation hosted
by Frederik Meijer
Honors College.
Annan was forced to
work in more than 20
villages along Lake Volta
in West Africa from
the time he was 6
until he was able to
escape his captors at
age 13. “Eradicating
James Kofi Annan
Child Slavery and
Exploitation in Ghana,”
is set for Wednesday, February 8, at 5 p.m. at
the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
Annan is an internationally recognized leader
against slavery. He is also the founder of
Challenging Heights, one of the largest antitrafficking organizations in West Africa.
His presentation is related to a service-learning
opportunity that is open to Grand Valley
students. The trip will involve seven weeks
in Ghana, including five weeks working at
Challenging Heights. For more information,
contact the Honors College at x13219.

Workshop will focus
on conflict resolution
A workshop sponsored by Health and
Wellness will help participants learn practical
tools to manage conflict constructively.
Jonathan Hodge, associate professor of
mathematics, will lead the session, “The
Elephant in the Room: How to Talk About
Difficult Issues,” on Tuesday, February 7, at
noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 2266.
Hodge is currently completing a master’s
degree in negotiation and conflict resolution
from California State University-Dominguez
Hills. Register for the workshop at
www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

Economist will
share presidential
election insights
An award-winning economist will provide a
sneak peek at the 2012 election from a
“pocketbook perspective” during a presentation
sponsored by the Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies.
Patrick Anderson, from the Anderson

Breakout sessions will cover topics such as
advance directives, elder abuse prevention,
facing chronic disease, dementia care,
exercises and brain health, widowhood and
health care reform. The conference is Friday,
February 10, from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. in the
DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
Molly Mettler, senior vice president for
Healthwise, Inc., will give the opening
presentation at 9 a.m. She has written several
books on medical self-care and health
promotion, including Healthwise for Life.
As part of the conference, Grand Valley
students will present their research on aging
in poster format.
Conference details and registration
information are online at www.gvsu.edu/
gerontology. For more information, contact
Priscilla Kimboko, professor of gerontology
and conference coordinator, at x17265.

Black History Month
features lectures,
‘soultry’ music
Crystal Hilliard rehearses for ‘That Takes Ovaries,’
which will run Thursday and Friday.

Students perform
real-life stories in
‘That Takes Ovaries!’
Graduate student Crystal Hilliard always
wanted to be an actress, which is why she
was thrilled when she landed a lead role in
the upcoming production of “That Takes
Ovaries!: Bold Women, Brazen Acts.”
Grand Valley’s production will use short stories
from the book, That Takes Ovaries!: Bold
Females and Their Brazen Acts, and stories
written by women from the West Michigan
community.
“I’m just really excited about being on stage
and being part of the Grand Valley community,”
said Hilliard, a reporter for WOOD-TV. “Being
on stage is very different than being in front
of a camera. You can pretend that no one is
watching when you’re talking to a camera, but
you’re in front of hundreds of people on stage.”
“That Takes Ovaries!” will have two
performances: Thursday, February 9, 7 p.m. in
the Kirkhof Center; and Friday, February 10,
7 p.m. at Wealthy Theatre in Grand Rapids.
Tickets are $15 for community members
and $10 dollars for students. Tickets for the
Allendale performance can be purchased at
the 20/20 desk in the Kirkhof Center. Tickets
for the Wealthy Theatre performance can
be purchased online at www.wealthytheatre.
org or by calling (616) 459-4788.

Conference focuses on
transitions in later life
National and local experts will discuss
strategies for dealing with changes that arise
in later life, during the seventh annual Art
and Science of Aging Multidisciplinary
Conference, with the theme “Navigating
the Transitions of Later Life.”

A variety of events are planned throughout
February to celebrate Black History Month
at Grand Valley.
Sponsored by Grand Valley’s Office of
Multicultural Affairs, events are detailed below.
They are free and open to the public. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/oma or call OMA at x12177
for more details.
• Service Learning: February 11, 10 a.m.-noon
Students, faculty and staff members will
volunteer at Mel Trotter Ministries in Grand
Rapids and Guiding Light Mission in Jenison.
• Poetry Jam: February 14, noon, Kirkhof
Center, Grand River Room
Hosted by Positive Black Women, the third
annual Poetry Jam brings together students,
faculty and staff members in a cafe-style
atmosphere.
• A Taste of Soul: February 17, noon-1 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center lobby
Event participants will taste test and learn
about traditional African-American soul food.
• Has African American Literature Really
Ended?: February 22, noon-1 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center, room 2270
Dwayne Tunstall, assistant professor of
philosophy, will explore how Africana and
moral philosophy, religious ethics and classical
American philosophy can complement one
another when thinking about issues of
personal identity and race.
• From Where I Stand: February 23, noon1 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room
H. James Williams, dean of the Seidman
College of Business, will discuss American
business and ways to assure that diversity and
inclusion resonate at the business level of
organizations. This event is part of OMA’s
Diversity Brownbag Series.
continues on page 4
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General Events
Mon., Feb. 6-Wed. Feb. 8
8-11 a.m.: Campus Recreation hosts Free
Cholesterol Clinic. FH. Call x13659 for
more information.

Mon., Feb. 6
8-11 a.m.: Campus Recreation hosts Free
Cholesterol Clinic. FH. Call x13659 for
more information.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Healthy
Mondays. FH. Call x12215 for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Mindful
Meditation. 436 CHS. Call x12215 for more
information.
2 p.m.: Excellence Series: “Assessing Your
Intercultural Competency,” by Sean
Huddleston. 2270 KC. Register online at
www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
6 p.m.: World Affairs Council Global Decisions
Discussion Series: “What the Oceans are
Telling Us and Why it Matters,” by David
E. Guggenheim. Performing Arts Center,
Aquinas College.

Tues., Feb. 7
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop: “The
Elephant in the Room: How to Talk About
Difficult Issues that Impede our Lives and
our Work,” by Jonathan Hodge. 2266 KC.
Call x12215 for more information.

Wed., Feb. 8

Sylivia Mupepi. 2266 KC. Call x12748 for
more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
1 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Islander
Heritage Event: “Aesthetic and Moral
Ideals in Chinese Calligraphy.” 2204 KC.
Call x12177 for more information.
5 p.m.: Frederik Meijer Honors College hosts,
“Eradicating Child Slavery & Exploitation
in Ghana,” by James Kofi Annan.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x13219
for more information.
6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film
Series, “Black Orpheus.” 114 LMH. Call
x12195 for more information.
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series: Stephen Burns,
trumpet, and David Schrader, organ. 1325
PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 9
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Support Group:
What Daddies Do Best. 2264 KC. Call
x12215 for more information.
5 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Islander
Heritage Event: “The Rising Voices
of Asian Pacific Islanders in the 2012
Election,” by Stephanie Change. 2270 KC.
Call x12177 for more information.
7 p.m.: Women’s Center Production: “That
Takes Ovaries: Bold Women, Brazen Acts
Performance.” 2250 KC. Tickets can be
purchased at 20/20 Desk.

Fri., Feb. 10
8 a.m.: Annual Art and Science of Aging
Conference. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
Call x17265 for more information.
2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: “Ecological Effects of
Introduced Salmon,” by David Janetski.
LMC. Call x13749 for more information.
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone hosts “No
Dinosaurs in Heaven.” Call x12195 for more
information.
7 p.m.: Women’s Center Production: “That
Takes Ovaries: Bold Women, Brazen Acts
Performance.” Wealthy Theatre, Grand
Rapids. Tickets can be purchased online at
www.wealthytheatre.org.
7 p.m.: School of Communications hosts “The
Domestic Crusaders,” by Wajahat Ali. CDC.
Call x13668 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Production: “The
Light in the Piazza.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300
for tickets.

Sat., Feb. 11
10 a.m.: Black History Month Event: Service
Learning at Mel Trotter Ministries and
Guiding Light Mission. Call x12177 for
more information.
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Production: “The
Light in the Piazza.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300
for tickets.

Sun., Feb. 12
2-4 p.m.: College Goal Sunday. Building A,
DEV. Visit www.micollegegoal.org for more
information.

Noon: Women’s Center hosts “Her Story,” by

What’s Ahead
continued from page 3
• Real. Soulful. Music.: February 24, 7-9 p.m.,
DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium
SOULTRY Entertainment will perform.
•1961, The Freedom Riders and Our Struggle
for Racial Justice: February 28, noon-1 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room
Speaker Diane Nash coordinated the 1961
Freedom Ride from Birmingham to Mississippi,
which was documented in the recent PBS
documentary, “Freedom Riders.” The event is
part of OMA’s Professionals of Color Lecture
Series.

International dinner
set for Connection
The third installment of the monthly
International Student Club dinner at The
Connection is set for Sunday, February 12,
5-8 p.m.
Foods from the country of Myanmar, including
Burmese chicken and potato curry, vegetable
soup and jasmine rice, will be featured. The
student host will be Mya Thida, from Myanmar,
who enrolled in Grand Valley in January.
The campus community is invited to the
dinner; charge is $6.99 for those not using
a meal plan. The first dinner was held in
December; January’s meal featured foods
from the People’s Republic of the Congo.

Faculty and Staff
Sketches
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, was selected to participate on the peer review panel for EPA’s STAR
Fellowship Program focused on global change.
Robert Deaner, assistant professor of psychology, co-wrote articles, “More Men
Run Relatively Fast in U.S. Road Races,
1981-2006: A Stable Sex Difference in NonElite Runners,” published in Evolutionary
Psychology, and “Marathon Performance as
a Predictor of Competitiveness and Training
in Men and Women,” published in Journal of
Sport Behavior.
Vicki Kamps, affiliate professor of education
at the Traverse City Center, received a grant
from the Traverse City Regional Community
Foundation to support the Don’t Forget the
Kids Literacy Project.

